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School-Based Services Provider Enrollment in 
Medicaid​
 

Bottom Line: All schools and school-based providers must enroll with the 
state Medicaid program to be reimbursed for health services. This helps 
ensure providers are authorized and qualified to deliver appropriate services.  

 
 
This brief draws from  “Provider Enrollment and Credentialing in Medicaid,” a report published 
by the Medicaid and CHIP Payment and Access Commission (MACPAC). Read the full report 
for more details, and be sure to confirm enrollment rules in your state.  
 
Do School-Based Providers Need to Enroll in Medicaid? 
 
All providers who intend to bill Medicaid for the school-based services they deliver need to enroll 
with their state’s Medicaid program. This applies to both school districts and local education 
agencies (LEAs), as well as individual practitioners who are employed by or contract with school 
districts. In states where school-based services are “carved in” to managed care, providers must 
also be credentialed by the managed care plan. 
  
Federal regulations also require ordering, referring and prescribing (ORP) providers to enroll in 
Medicaid, even if they are not submitting claims to Medicaid. The “Comprehensive Guide to 
Medicaid Services and Administrative Claiming” published by the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS) clarified that this requirement applies to school-based providers, 
including those whose LEAs submit claims for the services they render. 
 
What Does the Provider Enrollment Process Involve? 
 
Provider enrollment is a registration process that includes entering into a provider agreement, 
undergoing a background check and risk screening and submitting licensure and professional 

https://www.macpac.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Chapter-7-Provider-Enrollment-and-Credentialing-in-Medicaid.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/financial-management/downloads/sbs-guide-medicaid-services-administrative-claiming.pdf#page=75
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/financial-management/downloads/sbs-guide-medicaid-services-administrative-claiming.pdf#page=75


certifications. While individual providers must enroll on their own, states often delegate some 
responsibility to school districts for screening. This could include conducting background checks 
and verifying appropriate licensing.   
 
Why Is Enrollment Required?  
 
Medicaid provider enrollment and managed care credentialing aim to ensure that enrollees 
receive care from qualified providers. The enrollment process verifies that providers are real, 
appropriately licensed and qualified to provide services to Medicaid enrollees.  
 
Does Federal or State Law Drive Provider Enrollment? 
 
Federal law requires provider enrollment and provides a framework states must follow. States 
can set additional enrollment requirements or require additional screening activities. For more 
information about what is required in your state, contact the state Medicaid agency. 
 
Are There Costs Associated With Provider Enrollment?  
 
Yes. CMS sets a fee each year, and state Medicaid agencies generally must collect an 
application fee from enrolling institutional providers, such as hospitals and schools,  before they 
execute the provider agreement.  
 
 
Key Resources 

●​ Delivering Services in School-Based Settings: A Comprehensive Guide to Medicaid 
Services and Administrative Claiming - CMS 

●​ Provider Enrollment and Credentialing in Medicaid  - MACPAC 
 

●​ Frequently Asked Questions - CMS 

 

 

View more School Medicaid Minutes — short FAQs and information on key aspects of school 
Medicaid and its effective implementation. 
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