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Now is the time for state leaders to support and
expand school-based Medicaid programs to improve

health and academic outcomes for all students.

Each year, Medicaid pays billions of dollars to cover eligible physical, behavioral,
and mental health services provided to students. States and school districts that

do not seek reimbursement are leaving significant funding on the table.

OA How do school health
@ services benefit students?

* Quality school-based health services can
help address the chronic physical and mental
health issues affecting 1in 4 children in the
United States today.

* Too many children go without regular screenings,
preventive care, therapy, disease management and
other health services. Meeting students where they
are each day can reduce barriers to access and
improve health outcomes.

* Providing health services in schools directly
impacts student learning and leads to improved
attendance, motivation to learn, academic
performance, and high school graduation rates.

How does expanding
school Medicaid benefit
health services in schools?

*  Medicaid funding offsets expenses for necessary
health services and programs in schools, easing
pressure on state education budgets and allowing
schools to reallocate resources to educational priorities.

* Medicaid can reimburse for school health services such as in-school nursing services, screenings,

Get Started

School Medicaid' is a complex
program. Establishing dedicated
staff to assess the status of your
state's school Medicaid coverage
can help maximize the program'’s
potential. Find out which students
and what services are covered and
identify gaps that could be funded.

To increase participation in school
Medicaid, state education agencies
can collaborate with school districts
to provide guidance and align
requirements to minimize the
administrative burden.

The U.S. Department of Education
and Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services offer resources
to help state agencies expand
Medicaid-funded school health
services for all Medicaid-enrolled
students. Get started here.

physical and occupational therapy, speech and language services, and mental health counseling.
Vision and hearing screenings and diabetes and asthma management may also be covered.

* Medicaid reimbursement can help schools sustain health services they are already providing.
When states expand the eligible students, services and providers, the state and the district
receive more funding and can provide additional resources.

"Medicaid and the Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP), referred here collectively as Medicaid,

may be known under different program names. To learn what Medicaid and CHIP programs are called

in your state, visit: healthcare.gov/medicaid-chip-program-names
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https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/docs/medicaid-funding-for-school-based-services-03-08-2024.pdf

How does expanding school
Medicaid benefit states?

* States can improve child wellness, reduce absenteeism, and increase educational attainment by
helping fund school health services.

* States can set policies to expand reimbursement for all eligible physical, behavioral, and mental
health services provided to Medicaid-enrolled students — instead of covering only the services
included in a student's Individualized Education Program (IEP) or Individualized Family Service
Plan (IFSP).

* Medicaid's unique federal-state partnership gives states significant autonomy over the program,
allowing states to address their population’s health needs and work within their own healthcare
delivery system.

* States decide and provide guidelines on who is covered, which services are reimbursable,
which providers are eligible to bill Medicaid, and how to document medical necessity.

O Get Involved: Connect With Others and Explore
<X State and Federal Resources

* Learn from other school districts, states and national policy experts by joining the
national Healthy Students, Promising Futures Learning Collaborative, led by Healthy
Schools Campaign.

* Explore resources and get support around federal funding available for school-based
health services from the Technical Assistance Center managed by Centers for Medicare
& Medicaid Services.

* Join National Alliance for Medicaid in Education (NAME) to connect with other school
districts and state Medicaid and education agencies involved in this work.
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https://healthystudentspromisingfutures.org/learning-collaborative/
https://www.medicaid.gov/resources-for-states/medicaid-state-technical-assistance/medicaid-and-school-based-services/technical-assistance-center-tac/index.html
https://www.medicaidforeducation.org/

