
Click to edit Master title 
style
Presenter Name

Presenter Date

Office of Special Education 
Programs: Priorities Related 
to COVID-19
December 2, 2020



Click to edit Master title 
style
Presenter Name

Presenter Date

Session Overview

• Today’s presentation is jointly presented by Healthy Schools
Campaign and NAME

• Presentation on the Office of Special Education Programs’ priorities
related to COVID-19.

• Moderators: Margie Bobe/John Hill (NAME) & Lena O’Rourke 
(HSC)
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Healthy Students, Promising Futures 
Learning Collaborative

• 15 State Learning Collaborative led by Healthy Schools Campaign

• Provides technical assistance, training, and peer-to-peer learning 
opportunities to help states increase access to Medicaid services in 
schools and promote safe and supportive school environments

• Launched in 2016 by U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
and Department of Education
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15 State Teams and 20+ National Partner 
Organizations

State 

Medicaid

State 

Education

2 Local 

School 
Districts
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Thank You Healthy Schools Campaign’s 
Supporters
• Kaiser Permanente

• School Health Corporation

• Flora and William Hewlett Foundation
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To Our NAME Sponsors 
• CompuClaim, Inc.

• Fairbanks, LLC

• Frontline Education

• Hazel Health

• Healthcare Billing Services

• Healthcare Process Consulting, Inc.

• MSB School Services
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To Our NAME Sponsors 
• Medicaid Billing Technologies, Inc

• Paradigm Healthcare Services

• PresenceLearning

• Public Consulting Group

• Sivic Solutions Group, LLC

• Stellar Therapy Services

• Texas Association of School Boards
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NAME Membership Renewals

•Reminder – Don’t forget to renew your 
membership if you obtained it prior to 
July 1, 2020. 
• These memberships will expire December 31, 

2020.
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Today’s Speaker

• Laurie VanderPloeg, Director of the Office of Special 
Education Programs at the U.S. Department of 
Education
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OSEP UPDATES FOR THE 2020-2021 
SCHOOL YEAR

LAURIE VANDERPLOEG

DIRECTOR

OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS
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OSEP Mission
OSEP Mission Statement

OSEP is dedicated to improving results for infants, toddlers, 

children, and youth with disabilities ages birth through 21 by 

providing leadership and financial support to assist states and 

local programs to provide comprehensive services under the 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
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COVID-19 RESOURCES FOR THE

2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR
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TA&D Network 
https://osepideasthatwork.org/sites/default/files/OSEPplacemat-508_updated%2004.01.20.pdf

https://osepideasthatwork.org/sites/default/files/OSEPplacemat-508_updated%2004.01.20.pdf
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TA&D Network 
https://osepideasthatwork.org/sites/default/files/OSEPplacemat-508_updated%2004.01.20.pdf

https://osepideasthatwork.org/sites/default/files/OSEPplacemat-508_updated%2004.01.20.pdf
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COVID 19 Collaboration 

Cross Cutting Committee – Ed Offices 

OSEP Rapid Response Team –MSIP & RTP

Cross POC Workgroup

• Office of Special Education Programs

• Office of Elementary and Secondary Education

• Institute of Education Science

• Workgroup

• Resource Dissemination 
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Early Childhood TA Center (ECTA)

Resources for birth to 5-year old: 

https://ectacenter.org/topics/disaster/tele-intervention.asp

HUB for continuity of learning and return to school

• Resource pages 

• Inclusion

• Evidence based practices

• Virtual home visiting videos for Part C and preschool

• Equity

• Social Emotional with alignment to NCPMI’s resources

https://ectacenter.org/topics/disaster/tele-intervention.asp
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National Center on Systemic Improvement (NCSI)

Resources for K-12th grade: https://ncsi.wested.org/

HUB for continuity of learning and return to school

• Resource pages 

• COVID-19 Policy Guidance

• Distance Learning

• Tele-Practice/Tele-Therapy

https://ncsi.wested.org/
https://ncsi-library.wested.org/resources?t_id=93
https://ncsi-library.wested.org/resources?t_id=91
https://ncsi-library.wested.org/resources?t_id=92
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OSEP Ideas that work – COVID-19 resources
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Links to COVID Q & As 

 IDEA Part B Use of Funds

 IDEA Part C Use of Funds

 IDEA Part B Procedural Safeguards

 IDEA Part C Procedural Safeguards

 IDEA Part B Dispute Resolution

 IDEA Part C Dispute Resolution

 IDEA Part C Evaluation and Assessment Timelines

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/qa-part-b-use-of-funds-06-25-2020.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/qa-part-c-use-of-funds-06-25-2020.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/qa-procedural-safeguards-idea-part-b-06-30-2020.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/qa-procedural-safeguards-idea-part-c-06-30-2020.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/qa-dispute-resolution-procedures-part-b.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/qa-evaluation-timeline-idea-part-c-07-06-2020.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
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Links to COVID Q & As 

 Flexibility in Implementation of IDEA Part B Fiscal 

Requirements

 IDEA Part C Provision of Services

 IDEA Part B Provision of Services

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/qa-fiscal-flexibilities-idea-part-b-06-26-2020.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/qa-provision-of-services-idea-part-c-10-21-2020.pdf
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMjUuMzExMTk4NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dzIuZWQuZ292L3BvbGljeS9zcGVjZWQvZ3VpZC9pZGVhL21lbW9zZGNsdHJzL3FhLXByb3Zpc2lvbi1vZi1zZXJ2aWNlcy1pZGVhLXBhcnQtYi0wOS0yOC0yMDIwLnBkZj91dG1fY29udGVudD0mdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fbmFtZT0mdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fdGVybT0ifQ.xsOuHYCNgDN-a9Wolr2JlDyIr4FG23toF8VygnT4nSs/s/937006299/br/90502804013-l
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COVID Webinar Series
 Highlighting Resources for Teachers and Parents to Enhance the Continuity of 

Learning During COVID-19 for Children with Disabilities

• Highlights products from OSEP-funded investments to support teachers, providers, and 
parents to provide services and supports to children with disabilities through distance 
instruction.

 Highlighting Strategies and Practices in Providing Related Services to Enhance 
the Continuity of Learning During COVID-19 for Children with Disabilities

• Focuses on the provision of related services to address the ongoing needs children with 
disabilities through remote and distance methods.

 Highlighting Resources and Practices to Support Back to School and Continuity 
of Learning During COVID-19 for Children with Disabilities

• Highlights exemplar resources and practices for teachers, leaders, and other providers to 
support students with disabilities from Preschool—Grade 12 in in-person, remote, and hybrid 
instructional formats.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yfbd7bTKIx8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9IsGISA3x-Q&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/EhvKwny8TCI
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COVID Tweets for Back to School 2020
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CDC Guidelines 

CDC Guidelines for Child Care, Schools 
and Youth Programs 

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention maintains a web page that 
provides information for child-care, schools, 
and youth programs to plan, prepare, and 
respond to COVID-19. Topics include:
 If you're open

 Deciding to open

 Ongoing mitigation strategy

 Prevention and support

 Communication resources

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
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OSEP Initiatives 

2020-2021
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Significant Disproportionality

New OSEP Significant Disproportionality Workgroup 

Technical Assistance added into two TA Centers 

Presentation to Office of Management and Budget

Monthly conversations with Data Managers

Recent letter providing additional flexibility with preschool 

data 
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OSEP Initiatives 

Seclusion and Restraint-

• Office of Civil Rights- CRCD

• OSEP- Technical Assistance & Resources 

Mental Health 

• Early detection

• Evidence based resources
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Attract, Prepare and Retain

APR Summit

End of October 2020 2-3 days

Focus Groups 
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Attract, Prepare and Retain 

Three webinars

Summit

Focus Groups- Action Planning 

https://osepideasthatwork.org/- webpage 
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Parentally Placed Students with Disabilities

 Identified two TA Centers who are providing resources, 

webinars and technical assistance support. NCSI and 

Progress Center

Workgroup regular calls to discuss activities and resource 

development

Q & A Parentally Placed Students with Disabilities document 
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Early Childhood Collaboration 

Office of Child Care: The administer the Preschool Development 

Grants Birth through Five. We have OSEP staff who are co-project 

officers on these grants and ECTA is collaborating with the PDG TA 

Center to identify ways to support states in including children with 

disabilities within their initiatives. 

Office of Head Start: We meet with them monthly to discuss 

resources on inclusion. We just developed a joint resource list for 

providers on ways to support inclusive practice. We are working with 

them to develop tip sheets on supporting infants with disabilities in Early 

Head Start.
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Early Childhood Collaboration 

Office of Early Childhood Development: Working across federal 

agencies that deliver early childhood services to create a website hub 

for COVID resources. 

Health Resources and Services Administration: Collaboration 

with the Early Hearing Detection and Intervention program. Developing 

resources for EDHI coordinators to support their understanding of Part C. 
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FFY 2020 SPP/APR

Final FFY 2020 Information Collection

• Notable changes

Considerations

• COVID-19 impact on FFY 2020 data

• Universal TA needs
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RESULTS

DMS 2.0 is:

✩ Focused on improved outcomes and results for infants,  

toddlers, children and youth with disabilities and their families 

in conjunction with compliance.

✩ Comprised of defined components.

✩ Integrated across components.

✩ Designed to address States’ emerging  needs and issues.
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Background

As result, OSEP is moving towards a cyclical monitoring system in order to 
ensure we fulfill our monitoring responsibilities.

OSEP sought new ways to expand the breadth of our monitoring practices. 

OSEP learned the risk-based approach provided for in-depth monitoring on a 
limited number of States.    

In 2016, OSEP instituted a risk-based monitoring system Differentiated 
Monitoring and Supports (DMS) where State were identified for monitoring 
primarily in four areas: results, compliance, fiscal, and SSIP. 
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5-Year Cycle

 OSEP believes our monitoring cycle should 

be no more than 5 years.

This ensures all programs receives timely 

attention. 

 In developing the 5-year cycle, OSEP is 

planning to visit States’ Part B/C programs 

together and prioritizing States that we have 

not recently monitored.
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THREE PHASES OF MONITORING

Year 3: Post-

monitoring 

Correction and 

Technical 

Assistance

Year 1: Pre-site and 

Preparation

Year 2: Monitoring 

CYCLE
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SPP

Implementation 
of 

Policies 
and Procedures

Fiscal
Management

Data

Technical 
Assistance 

&
Professional 

Development

Integrated
Monitoring 
Activities

Improvement
8

Key

Components

Improving Educational Results and Functional Outcomes for All Children with Disabilities

Dispute
Resolution
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PHASE 1 ACTIVITY SCHEDULE
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OSERS Guidance

Transition Guide to Post Secondary Education and 

Employment for Students and Youth with Disabilities-August 

2020

Ensures that all students and youth with disabilities are 

equipped with the skills and knowledge to achieve their 

post secondary school and career goals. 

Letter regarding VR and LEA Collaboration related to 

secondary transition.
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OSEP New Grant Awards

New Awards!

https://publicddb.osepideasthatwork.org/
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State Personnel Development Grants

323A (State Personnel Development Grants): The purpose of 

this program is to assist State educational agencies (SEAs) in 

reforming and improving their systems for personnel 

preparation and professional development in early 

intervention, educational, and transition services in order to 

improve results for children with disabilities. 
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Personnel Development Program

 325K (Interdisciplinary Preparation in Special Education, Early Intervention, 
and Related Services for Personnel Serving Children with Disabilities who have 
High-Intensity Needs): The purpose of this priority is to increase the number and 
improve the quality of personnel who are fully credentialed to serve children, 
including infants and toddlers, and youth with disabilities who have high-intensity 
needs, especially in areas of chronic personnel shortage. 

 325L (Leadership Development Programs): In order to help meet the complex 
and varied needs of children with disabilities and their families, this priority will 
fund grants to State educational agencies (SEAs) and lead agencies for Part C 
to implement high-quality, sustainable leadership development programs to 
recruit, increase the capacity of, and retain State, regional, and local leaders 
who have the knowledge, skills, and competencies to improve systems serving 
children with disabilities and their families. 

Ohio Early Childhood and Inclusive Leadership

Ohio Early Childhood and Inclusive Leadership
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Personnel Development Program 

325P (Improving Retention of Special Education Teachers 
and Early Intervention Personnel): The purpose of this priority 

is to fund efforts by State educational agencies (SEAs) or 

Part C lead agencies, in collaboration with local 

educational agencies (LEAs) or early intervening services 

(EIS) providers, to plan, implement, evaluate, scale-up, and 

sustain a comprehensive retention plan that uses evidence-

based policies and practices to address factors contributing 
to low retention in these systems. 
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Technical Assistance & Dissemination Program 

 326E (National Center on Transition for Students with Disabilities): The Center 

will assist SEAs, LEAs, State VR agencies, and other VR and special education 

and related service providers to implement effective practices and strategies 

that ensure that students and youth with disabilities, including those with 

significant disabilities, graduate from high school with the knowledge, skills, and 

supports needed for postsecondary education, training, and employment.

 326M (Model Demonstration Projects to Improve Coaching Systems): These 

projects will provide support to professionals to collaborate with early learning 

and early intervention programs, schools, districts, and State agencies to 

establish the infrastructure, personnel skills, and processes necessary for an 

effective and sustainable coaching system. 
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Educational Technology, Media, and Materials Program
327F (National Center to Improve Faculty Capacity to Use Learning 
Management Systems and Technology in Personnel Preparation 
Programs): The purpose of this priority is to establish and operate a 
national center to improve faculty capacity to use educational 
technology in special education, early intervention, and related services 
personnel preparation and leadership personnel preparation programs.

327S (Stepping-up Technology Implementation): The purpose of the 
Stepping-up Technology Implementation grant competition is to fund 
cooperative agreements priority 1– Providing Technology-Based 
Professional Development to Trainers of Special Education Teachers to 
Support Children with Disabilities and priority 2 – Improving Social Skill 
Development for Students with Disabilities Through the Use of Socially 
Assistive Robotics (SAR). 
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Parent Program

328M (Parent Training and Information (PTIs)): The purpose of 

this priority is to fund  PTIs designed to meet the information and 

training needs of parents of infants, toddlers, children, and youth with 

disabilities, ages birth through 26, and the information and training 

needs of youth with disabilities living in the States or regions of the 

States served by the centers. 
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Data Program and Special Olympics
 373F (IDEA Fiscal Data Center): The Center will provide technical assistance 

(TA) to improve the capacity of States to meet the IDEA Parts B and C fiscal 
data collection requirements under IDEA Section 618 and increase States’ 
knowledge of the underlying IDEA fiscal requirements and calculations 
necessary to submit valid and reliable data

 373M (IDEA Data Management Center): The purpose of the Technical 
Assistance on State Data Collection program is to improve the capacity of 
States to meet IDEA data collection and reporting requirements.

 380W Special Olympics: The purpose of Special Olympics Inc. is (1) to activate 
youth to develop school communities where all young people are agents of 
change, fostering respect, dignity, and advocacy for people with intellectual 
disabilities (ID) by utilizing the existing programs of Special Olympics, as well as 
new, student-led initiatives; and (2) to showcase nationally the achievement, 
sportsmanship, and true spirit of competition for persons with ID for developing 
Special Olympic Programs, and for increasing public awareness of Special 
Olympics and the gifts and accomplishments of Special Olympic athletes
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ED/OSEP Guidance and Resources
 U.S. Department of Education - https://www.ed.gov/coronavirus

Office of Special Education (OSEP) -
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/osep/index.html

• OSEP Ideas That Work website – Continuity of Learning during COVID 
https://osepideasthatwork.org/continuity-learning-during-covid-19

• Early Learning Newsletter -
https://www2.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/earlylearning/newsletter.html

• OSEP Monthly Newsletter 
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USED/subscriber/new?top
ic_id=USED_137

https://www.ed.gov/coronavirus
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/osep/index.html
https://osepideasthatwork.org/continuity-learning-during-covid-19
https://www2.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/earlylearning/newsletter.html
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USED/subscriber/new?topic_id=USED_137
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OSEP
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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Thank you!

For more information: 

Lena O’Rourke, Healthy Schools Campaign

lena@orourkestrategies.com

John Hill, National Alliance for Medicaid in Education, Inc. 

John.hill@medicaidforeducation.org

mailto:lena@orourkestrategies.com
mailto:John.hill@medicaidforeducation.org
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